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Outlining the minimum

by DAVID L. SHAW/dshaw@fltimes.com

GENEVA — The Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association supports “fiscally and environmentally” responsible
drilling for natural gas in the Seneca Lake watershed.

It opposes natural gas drilling under the “vague” guidelines described in the state Department of
Environmental Conservation’s draft supplemental generic environmental impact statement issued Sept. 30.

The association has outlined nine minimum requirements related to natural gas drilling that it says would
protect the watershed.

“The Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association understands the potential economic impact that the Marcellus
shale represents to the state and its residents,” association officials Edwin Przybylowicz and Philip Cianciotto
said in a Feb. 5 letter to Gov. David Paterson.

“We also understand the significant impact that the Marcellus gas reserves can have on our long-term
energy needs and how these reserves can help us bridge the gap between our current coal and oil energy
sources and the development of cleaner, more efficient sustainable energy sources,” they said.

But they said they know that “irreparable” damage can be done to the watershed and environment “if the
gas drilling processes are not properly regulated and monitored.”

The minimum requirements suggested by the association are:

• LEGISLATION — The state Legislature and governor should enact a New York State Water Resources
Protection Act.

It should reflect the state’s continued commitment to water resource protection and serve as a general
directive to the DEC.

The bill would grant the DEC the authority to regulate current and projected water uses and associated
activities so that the agency may adequately prepare for future impacts.

The bill should establish a permit application process for the withdrawal of 50,000 gallons of water or more
in any 24-hour period from one or more sources of surface or groundwater.

Permits should have a maximum term of five years and require applications to include a water conservation
program for the use of the water that is proposed to be withdrawn.

The DEC should have discretion to require an applicant to pay the cost of third-party monitoring to ensure
compliance with all permit conditions.

The association said the bill should also allow private litigation to enforce compliance and a public comment
period for 60 days after the application is submitted.

The cost of the permitting process should be borne by the applicant.
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• CONTROL — Allow municipal or town control over permitting, siting and certain construction and
operational limits in accordance with local land use regulations, noise ordinances and other local laws.

Development plans should be disclosed far enough in advance to allow for planning and bonding for bridge
and roadway use.

• TESTING — Require independent baseline water quality testing of potentially impacted public and private
drinking water resources, paid for by drilling companies.

• DISCLOSURE —Require complete public disclosure of the chemical composition of fracturing fluids,
including concentrations, and drilling wastewater recovered by the hydraulic fracturing process.

• WASTEWATER — Require closed storage and pre-treatment of fluids and wastewater in the
hydrofracturing process. Prohibit open storage of those materials.

The duration of the storage should be controlled by a permit process. Disposal of fluids and wastewater must
be preceded by approved treatment processes to reduce hazardous components in accordance with federal
clean water laws passed in 1972, 1977 and 1987.

• RELEASES — Mandate setbacks from private and public water sources to protect them from uncontrolled
releases of gas and hydraulic fluids. Impose strict reporting requirements for uncontrolled oil and gas
releases consistent with state Navigation Law.

• REMEDIATION — Impose strict financial liability on energy companies for remediation costs, require the
posting of performance bonds or acquire pollution clean-up insurance prior to beginning drilling.

The state should also allow access to the state Spills Remediation Fund for emergency cleanup related to
natural gas drilling contamination releases.

• RESPONSIBILITY — State residents not directly involved in the exploitation of the state’s natural gas
resources should be fiscally neutral in tax liabilities.

Drilling and attendant operations should be self-sustaining through the cost of permits, fees and taxes to
the state and localities where the drilling takes place.

• EVALUATION — Before drilling is allowed to begin, the state should conduct a comprehensive analysis of
statewide impacts of natural gas development, using a full build-out scenario based on the maximum
allowable wells per acre. The results should be made public.

The association was formed in 1991 to promote the understanding, preservation and improvement of the
water quality, natural habitat and the general environmental conditions of Seneca Lake and its watershed.
Its membership includes more than 270 property owners and residents.
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Hollywood director Kevin

Smith was recently

bounced from a

Southwest Airlines flight

for being too heavy.

Was the airline right or

was Smith wronged?

Go to www.fltimes.com

and scroll down to answer.

A new poll runs each week

with the answers the

following Monday.
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— Page 3B

Be sure to visit

www.fltimes.com for access

to a complete site dedicated

to the 2010 Winter Games.

By DAVID L. SHAW
dshaw@fltimes.com

GENEVA — The Seneca Lake
Pure Waters Association supports
“fiscally and environmentally”
responsible drilling for natural
gas in the Seneca Lake watershed.

It opposes natural gas drilling
under the “vague” guidelines
described in the state Department
of Environmental Conservation’s
draft supplemental generic envi-

ronmental impact statement
issued Sept. 30.

The association has outlined
nine minimum requirements
related to natural gas drilling that
it says would protect the water-
shed.

“The Seneca Lake Pure Waters
Association understands the
potential economic impact that the
Marcellus shale represents to the
state and its residents,” associa-
tion officials Edwin Przybylowicz

and Philip Cianciotto said in a
Feb. 5 letter to Gov. David
Paterson.

“We also understand the signifi-
cant impact that the Marcellus
gas reserves can have on our long-
term energy needs and how these
reserves can help us bridge the
gap between our current coal and
oil energy sources and the devel-
opment of cleaner, more efficient

Pure Waters

asks for clear

state rules on

gas drilling

Gabrielle Plucknette / Finger Lakes Times  

Luke Esselen and three fellow Hobart College students are run-
ning the city’s new Department of Media and Communications.

By DAVID L. SHAW
dshaw@fltimes.com

G
ENEVA — The city of Geneva on
Facebook and Twitter? It may
not be as farfetched as it once

might have seemed.
Why? Because the city has four Hobart

College students, all savvy in the ways
of social electronic media, in charge of
its new Department of Media and
Communications.

Mayor Stu Einstein has given up his
third-floor office at City Hall in favor of
a much smaller office to make way for
the new department.

“It’s fine with me. It’s for a good
cause,” Einstein said.

The new department is staffed by the
students at no
cost to the city.
They are doing it
for course credit.

Junior Luke
Esselen of Bristol,
R.I., is director of
Media and
Communications.
He’s joined by jun-
ior Grant Palermo
of New York City
and sophomores
Chris Legasti of
Long Island and
Willis Stephens of
Brewster.

Their job has
two objectives:
To improve internal
communications
within City Hall and with city offices
located elsewhere, such as public works,
police and recreation; and to improve
communication between city government
and the public.

Esselen, who designed the program,
spends 12 to 13 hours a week at City
Hall. The other three spend about five
hours a week there.

CITY STATUS UPDATES
Hobart students running new media department

By DAVID TAUBE
dtaube@fltimes.com

GENEVA — A vote this
March will decide whether
the second phase of the
school district’s capital
project will go forward.

Capped at $12.5 million,
it includes building
repairs, maintenance and
upgrades.

District officials say
state building aid covers 98
percent of the costs and
EXCEL aid covers most of
the remaining 2 percent.
The local cost would be
$7,500 per year for 15
years.

The vote will be from
noon to 9 p.m. March 9 at
the high school, 101 Carter
Road. Voters will also
weigh in on a proposition to
relocate the district office. 

Those not currently reg-
istered to vote can register
between noon and 4 p.m.
March 1 at the district’s
administrative offices, 649
S. Exchange St.

Superintendent Robert
Young said the $7,500-per-
year local cost would pay

Geneva
schools

seek
OK for
$12.5M
project

By JOHN ADDYMAN
FINGER LAKES TIMES

john.addyman@yahoo.com

NEWARK — Learning is not all about
textbooks anymore, says Will Bean.  

“Kids have realized there’s so much
stuff out there … it’s just a matter of
finding it,” said Bean, a biology teacher
at Newark High School who was selected
as one of the “20 to Watch” by the
National School Boards Association.

Bean was honored for his willingness
and ability to use new technology in
teaching. He attended the NSBA’s
Technology and Learning Conference in
Denver in October and has brought what
he learned back to his classroom.

One idea is using open-source produc-

tivity software — a free
office software suite that
includes word processing,
spreadsheets, presentations,
graphics, databases and
more. Bean heard a presen-
tation by Kevin McGuire of
the Michigan City Area
Schools who moved his dis-
trict to OpenOffice.org over
a five-year stretch and used
the money saved from 

software-licensing fees to buy hardware
— netbooks, SmartBoards, Senteos and
other technology.

“I’ve used the open-source software in
my classroom,” Bean said. 

Tech conference adds to

Newark teacher’s bag of tricks

Spencer Tulis / Finger Lakes Times

The Merry-Go-Round Theater recently presented an
interactive theater production called “The Bingley
Brothers Circus” for kindergarten students at West
Street Elementary School in Geneva. The group worked
with the children in the morning to rehearse their roles
as seals, lions and elephants.

Lions and seals — oh my!

Face-off
Geneva/
Waterloo
hockey takes
on Geneseo/
Livonia in
tonight’s
home game.
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It’s a blast
To sign up for an 
e-mail “blast” from
the city’s new
Media and
Communications
Department, send
your e-mail
address to com
munications@gene
va.ny.us. To reach
the department,
call 789-6104, the
city manager’s
number, and ask to
be transferred to
the new office.
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Introducing...

Serving Seniors 55 Years and Better...

Canal View
Apartments

100 Canal View Dr. • Lyons, NY 14489

Amenities you’ll enjoy:
• Spacious Floor Plans

• Community Room with
    Decorative Fireplace and Full Kitchen

• Laundry Facility on each floor
• Off-Street Parking

• Emergency Pull Cord System
• Heat & Hot Water Included
• Patio Furniture Included

Hurry, call us today for an application!
(315) 946-6124

Connecting You to Opportunities

Brand New & Spacious
1 and 2 BedroomsFirst

Month is
FREE

From day one...
You’re at home!

30 West Main Street
Waterloo, NY 13165

62 years + Or handicapped regardless of age

www.pathstone.org

Great Amenities
• Spacious 1 BR apartments
• Central Laundry Facility
• Clean and Fresh Appliances Included
• On-Site Management / 24 hour maintenance emergency

* Rental Assistance available to qualified applicants*
* Income and Occupancy guidelines apply *

H C ll T d !

Hurry, Call Today!
(315) 539-3609

TDD - (585) 424-5480

sustainable energy
sources,” they said.

But they said they know
that “irreparable” damage
can be done to the water-
shed and environment “if
the gas drilling processes
are not properly regulated
and monitored.”

The minimum require-
ments suggested by the
association are:

■■ LEGISLATION —

The state Legislature and
governor should enact a
New York State Water
Resources Protection Act.

It should reflect the
state’s continued commit-
ment to water resource
protection and serve as a
general directive to the
DEC.

The bill would grant the
DEC the authority to reg-
ulate current and project-
ed water uses and associ-
ated activities so that the
agency may adequately
prepare for future
impacts.

The bill should estab-
lish a permit application
process for the withdraw-
al of 50,000 gallons of
water or more in any 24-
hour period from one or
more sources of surface or
groundwater.

Permits should have a
maximum term of five
years and require applica-
tions to include a water
conservation program for
the use of the water that
is proposed to be with-
drawn.

The DEC should have
discretion to require an
applicant to pay the cost
of third-party monitoring
to ensure compliance with
all permit conditions.

The association said the
bill should also allow pri-
vate litigation to enforce
compliance and a public
comment period for 60
days after the application

is submitted.
The cost of the permit-

ting process should be
borne by the applicant.

■■ CONTROL — Allow
municipal or town control
over permitting, siting
and certain construction
and operational limits in
accordance with local land
use regulations, noise
ordinances and other local
laws.

Development plans
should be disclosed far
enough in advance to
allow for planning and
bonding for bridge and
roadway use.

■■ TESTING — Require
independent baseline
water quality testing of
potentially impacted pub-
lic and private drinking
water resources, paid for
by drilling companies.

■■ DISCLOSURE —

Require complete public
disclosure of the chemical
composition of fracturing
fluids, including concen-
trations, and drilling
wastewater recovered by
the hydraulic fracturing
process.

■■ WASTEWATER —

Require closed storage
and pre-treatment of flu-
ids and wastewater in the
hydrofracturing process.
Prohibit open storage of
those materials.

The duration of the
storage should be con-
trolled by a permit
process. Disposal of fluids
and wastewater must be
preceded by approved
treatment processes to
reduce hazardous compo-
nents in accordance with
federal clean water laws
passed in 1972, 1977 and
1987.

■■ RELEASES —

Mandate setbacks from
private and public water
sources to protect them
from uncontrolled releas-
es of gas and hydraulic
fluids. Impose strict

reporting requirements
for uncontrolled oil and
gas releases consistent
with state Navigation
Law.

■■ REMEDIATION —

Impose strict financial lia-
bility on energy compa-
nies for remediation costs,
require the posting of per-
formance bonds or acquire
pollution clean-up insur-
ance prior to beginning
drilling.

The state should also
allow access to the state
Spills Remediation Fund
for emergency cleanup
related to natural gas
drilling contamination
releases.

■■ RESPONSIBILITY

— State residents not
directly involved in the
exploitation of the state’s
natural gas resources
should be fiscally neutral
in tax liabilities.

Drilling and attendant
operations should be self-
sustaining through the
cost of permits, fees and
taxes to the state and
localities where the
drilling takes place.

■■ EVALUATION —

Before drilling is allowed
to begin, the state should
conduct a comprehensive
analysis of statewide
impacts of natural gas
development, using a full
build-out scenario based
on the maximum allow-
able wells per acre. The
results should be made
public.

The association was
formed in 1991 to promote
the understanding,
preservation and
improvement of the water
quality, natural habitat
and the general environ-
mental conditions of
Seneca Lake and its
watershed. Its member-
ship includes more than
270 property owners and
residents.

OUTLINING
Association calls for state Water Resources Protection Act
■ Continued from Page 1A Esselen said the first

step he’s proposing for
improving internal com-
munication is to set up
Facebook pages for all
those working in City
Hall. They will be secure
and available only inside
City Hall.

“Unity of message is the
key. They should all be on
the same page,” he said.

He said art students at
Hobart and William
Smith have been
approached about a con-
test to design a new logo
for printed material.

The communications
effort will also involve a
Facebook page for the city,
followed by setting up a
Twitter account for people
to sign up to for vital
information.

“[City Manager] Matt
Horn asked us to check
out the Web site for the
place he worked before
coming here, Sandy
Springs, Georgia. We
checked it out and it’s very
good, something we’re
looking to model Geneva’s
Web site on,” Esselen said.

The students also are
planning to improve sig-
nage throughout City Hall
to be more useful and
viewer-friendly. That
includes the building’s
directory on the main
floor.

“Department heads will
be asked to give us hot
topics of important infor-
mation that we will be get-
ting out through various
electronic media, such as
e-mail ‘blasts’ to a wide
number of people,” Esselen
said.

A future focus will be an
upgrade of the city’s Web
site. Esselen said many
more useful links can be
added to the site for people
to click on for important
information.

The department is under
Horn’s direction.

“This is a very unique
partnership between the
city and the Colleges,” he
said. “The students are
doing this for credit. It
meets their needs and it
meets the city’s needs. I’m
looking forward to the
things they will be doing.”

Einstein said the stu-
dents should be a “great
asset” in terms of internal
communications with city
departments and external
communication, as well.

“City departments
should know what other
departments are doing and
people need to know what
their government is doing.
This should help achieve
both of those goals,”
Einstein said. “It’s also a
good opportunity for the
students to immerse them-
selves into the community
where they live much of
the year.”

Einstein also said he
can’t argue with the price
tag. 

“It’s great that it doesn’t
cost the city, but it’s really
something we can’t afford
not to do,” he said.

By the time Esselen
graduates in May 2011, he
hopes to have the depart-
ment set up so that it can
be left to someone else to
run without much modifi-
cation.

“I agree that this office
can be a good opportunity
for students and good for
the city in getting out key
information,” Esselen said.

CITY
■ Continued from Page 1A

Something else he’s
used are Web site servic-
es any teacher can access
— curriki.org, iTunes
University, Biology
Success at Landmark
College and YouTube.edu.

All four of the Web
sites offer what he terms
“activating strategies ...

to hook a kid into what
we’re learning in class
today.” He said younger
teachers are using
YouTube video clips in
their classrooms and
gave an example of one
short feature that
explained oxidation
using a gummi bear and
an oxidizing agent.

“It’s one thing to tell
kids,” he said. “It’s
another to show them.”

The Landmark
National Science
Foundation site has tuto-
rials in specific subject
matter for teaching
diverse learners.

Bean is advocating the
use of technology in
other classrooms at
Newark as well.
SmartBoards are no
longer a rarity, but
teachers are still discov-
ering how to use them. 

“I go to the back of the
class and let the kids do
something on the
SmartBoard,” he said. “If
they get stuck, I tell
them to ask the class. It
creates more collabora-
tion.”

Bean is also blogging
to get his students to
communicate. 

“I provide a question,
they come back with
their research and share
on the Internet. The
more kids can create, the
better,” he said.

Curriki.com is a cur-
riculum-sharing Web site
in which teachers can
write a curriculum, have
it reviewed by others and
placed on the Web site to
use. Recent contributions
include a lesson on vac-
cines from a teacher in
San Francisco, one on
“Romeo and Juliet” from
an Indiana English
teacher and a set of les-
sons on mitosis from a
New Orleans teacher.  

Bean said the materi-
als follow national stan-
dards, the lessons are
searchable and the site is
growing.

“It’s not complete but
just another avenue for
sharing. Anyone who
comes up with a cool les-

son can submit it and
have it rated. Other
teachers can provide
feedback. It’s not stag-
nant; it’s always chang-
ing.”

iTunesUniversity is a
site where a teacher can
download a college lec-
ture and share it with
students. 

“It’s getting bigger by
the day,” Bean said. And
there’s no charge. A
quick search found topics
of interest to Advanced
Placement students from
many colleges: Duke,
University of California,
Middlebury, University
of Scranton, Dartmouth,
the University of
Washington and the
Emory School of
Medicine, among others.

YouTube.edu has all
kinds of content, includ-
ing a math lecture from
Berkeley, views of an
underwater volcano from
the University of
Washington and a college
year in Budapest plus
other fascinating music
and college-life content.
It, too, is searchable,
user-rated and addictive. 

Keeping abreast of the
new technology available
to teachers — and help-
ing them to use it in the
classroom — is an
emerging full-time job in
school systems across the
country. Bean hopes
Newark decides it needs
such a position, but until
then he answers the call
and does his best to keep
up with the skills in new
technology that his stu-
dents already come to
class with  — another
challenge.

NEWARK
Methods get kids collaborating and communicating
■ Continued from Page 1A

Call Today for
New Low

ONLINE  Rates

1-800-388-6652
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Going South Soon? Take Us With You!!

GENEVA LITTLE LEAGUE REGISTRATION
Tues., Feb. 23rd • 6pm-8pm

At Knights of Columbus, Milton St., Geneva

Parents/Guardians are requested to pre-pay for raffle tickets
at registration ($100 per player with a limit of $200 per family.)

Online registration available at www.genevalittleleague.com
Credit cards accepted with online registration

Your

son must

be 7 yrs. old

on or before

4/30/10 to

register.

First timeregistrants mustbring a copy oftheir birthcertificate

Your
daughter must
be 7 years old
on or before
12/31/09 to

register.

2010

New 7/8 year old Pony League started

“It’s one thing to tell

kids. It’s another to

show them.” 

——  WWIILLLL  BBEEAANN
NEWARK HIGH SCHOOL

BIOLOGY TEACHER

Grange, heritage 
society host dinner

LYONS — Eureka
Grange and Lyons
Heritage Society will host
its annual chicken and bis-
cuit dinner from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. Feb. 20 at the
Grace Episcopal Church
Parish House, Geneva and
Lawrence streets.

The menu will include
chicken, gravy, biscuits,
vegetable, salad, cranberry
sauce, dessert and bever-
ages.

Meals will cost $7 for
adults and $3 for children
under 10.

Take-outs will be avail-
able.

Tickets are available at
the Lyons Public Library
on Canal Street.

For details or to make
reservations, call 946-
4492.

AROUND TOWN
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