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Pair cite
racism
in claim
over bar
permit
denial

By DAVID L. SHAW
dshaw@fltimes.com

GENEVA — A Geneva
couple has filed a notice of
claim against the city over
the denial of their applica-
tion for an operating per-
mit for a new bar at 555
Exchange St.

Juanita Aikens and Darryl
Sims of 183 E. North St. filed
the claim in
December,
citing possi-
ble racial dis-
crimination
and reserving
their right to
file a lawsuit
against the
city within a
year if the
claim is not
settled.

Aikens and Sims previ-
ously operated Heavy’s, a
bar at 92 Seneca St., in a
building owned by Ronald
Cecere.

The city condemned the
building for numerous
building code violations in
May 2008. The couple has
been trying since then to
find a new location for

= See BAR on Page 5A
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Budget toll? $1,812 per family

That's how much GOP says it would cost on average; others question numbers

By JIM MILLER
jmiller@fltimes.com

Gov. David Paterson’s proposed budget
would cost the average family of four
$1,812 a year, according to an analysis by
state Assembly Republicans.

Their math works only if that average
family includes a small business owner, a
SUNY student, someone who gets caught
speeding in a work zone and a cigarette
smoker. But the biggest cost increase —

Kolb

$750 from the higher property taxes the
Republicans believe Paterson’s budget
would create — applies more broadly.
The Republicans are using their analysis
to bolster their call for reduced govern-
ment spending instead of increased fees

Inside:

and taxes. But a state Division of the

Budget spokesman dismissed their figures.
“I don’t think it represents a fair or

u See BUDGET on Page 4A

» A dollar-by-dollar breakdown of the
estimated $1,812 rise in cost for an
average family of four — Page 4A

» Gov. David Paterson says the project-
ed deficit for the upcoming fiscal year
has grown $750 million to more than
$8 billion — Page 7A

Trail-blazing howlers

Spencer Tulis / Finger Lakes Times

Make that 84 and 0. Ashley Lathey delivers the ball during the opening game of Geneva's match against Wayne at
Sunset Bowl on Wednesday. The Panthers capped off an undefeated season with a 7-0 sweep of the Eagles. For

more on the Panthers’ path to perfection, see Page 1B.

Council ‘will keep refining’ code

By DAVID L. SHAW

ing and energy conservation

the city code enforcement office

Union:
School
project
roofer has
‘abysmal’
record

By DAVID TAUBE
dtaube@fltimes.com

GENEVA — A local roof-
ing contractors union has
questioned the bid and
approval of an Albany-
based subcontractor for a
capital project that
includes mnew roofs at
North Street and West
Street elementary schools.

In a letter to the Geneva
school board, the union
said through its lawyers
that Universal Roofing and
Contracting Services Inc.
has a history of debt that
includes a bankruptcy and
is currently
a high finan-
cial risk. The |
letter also
said the
company
lacked the
experience
required in
the bid.

“Universal
has not, as
required by
the bid specifications, been
in existence for five years.
And, its current financial
condition, not to mention
the historical financial
record ... is abysmal,” the
Jan. 27 letter said.

Young

construction codes.

There are 25 differences
between the city code and the
state codes. The one drawing
the most attention concerns the

on a regular basis.

The proposed local law would
exempt one- and two-family
rental units and townhouses
from scheduled inspections.

dshaw@fltimes.com
GENEVA — It’s back to the
drawing board for a proposed
new city housing code.
City Council Wednesday gave

United Union of Roofers
and Allied Workers Local
No. 22 representative
Michael Monaghan and
contractor Jeff Davis, of
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with the answers the
following Monday.

a first reading to a local law
that would replace the city’s
own housing code with the state
uniform fire protection, build-

units.

inspection of rental housing

The current code requires all
rental units to be inspected by

Instead, inspections would be
done in response to complaints
about possible code violations.

= See CODE on Page 5A

Horn

Rochester-based Elmer W.
Davis Roofing Inc., also

= See ROOFER on Page 4A

Movin’ to the beat

Gabrielle Plucknette / Finger Lakes Times
Members of the Wacheva Dance Co. offered a West
African dance and drum show at Finger Lakes Comm-
unity College Tuesday as part of Black History Month.

Pure Waters: Well for gas waste
poses ‘very high risk’ to watershed

By DAVID L. SHAW
dshaw@fltimes.com

GENEVA — The Seneca
Lake Pure Waters Assoc-
iation is expressing “deep
concerns” about a proposal
to inject the wastewater
resulting from proposed
hydraulic fracturing drilling
for natural gas into a well in
the Finger Lakes area.

The Chesapeake Energy
Co. of Oklahoma is seek-
ing state Department of
Environmental Conser-
vation approval to inject
the chemical-laden waste-

water from hydrofracking
drilling in the Marcellus
shale region into an aban-
doned well in the town of
Pulteney in  Steuben
County. The well is less
than a mile from Keuka
Lake.

The association, repre-
senting more than 270
property owners and resi-
dents of the Seneca Lake
watershed, sent a letter to
organizations and munici-
palities in the watershed,
expressing its concerns.

“SLPWA has three major
concerns with the proposal

that pose high environ-
mental risk to the Finger
Lakes area,” said Phillip
Cianciotto, president of
the association.

“Injection wells as a
means of disposing of hun-
dreds of millions of gal-
lons of hazardous waste-
water from the hydro-
fracking process poses a
very high environmental
risk,” Cianciotto said.

“The geological forma-
tion of the Finger Lakes

m See WATERS on Page 7A
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Letter urges stringent regulations

= Continued from Page[lA|

are not homogenous in
terms of porosity and per-
meability. Therefore, the
pathways of the injected
wastewater is unpre-
dictable,” he added.

The association said it
has three major concerns
with the Chesapeake pro-
posal. They are:

m Predicting injection
well performance.

m  Burial of future
drilling waste not only
from New York, but cur-
rent waste from
Pennsylvania.

m The environmental
impact of trucking that
would be required on
local roads to deliver
200,000 gallons of waste-
water per day for 10
years to the Pulteney
well.

The letter urges the
“immediate, active” sup-
port of municipal and
county officials and com-

munity organizations for
more stringent regula-
tions to protect communi-
ties and their environ-
ments from the natural
gas drilling proposed for

the Marcellus shale
region.
Marcellus shale is

found in northern West
Virginia, central Penn-
sylvania and parts of
southern and central
New York.

Drilling in New York is
awaiting state approval
and final regulations.

The letter went to indi-
vidual board members of
Keuka Lake Watershed
Improvement Cooperative,
Pulteney Town Board,
Pulteney Planning Board,
Yates County Legislature,
Steuben County Legisl-
ature, Reps. Eric Massa
and Michael Arcuri, Sens.
Charles Schumer and
Kirsten Gillibrand, DEC
Commissioner Peter
Grannis and Gov. David

Paterson.

The Seneca  Lake
group, formed in 1991,
said the Seneca Lake
watershed contains 18
percent of the total water
in the Oswego River
Basin, a land area of
5,100 square miles. They
said more than 100,000
people depend on water
from the Seneca Lake
watershed.

Downstream from the
Seneca Lake watershed
is the Seneca River,
Cayuga Lake, the
Oswego River and, even-
tually, Lake Ontario.

“Whatever  pollution
that affects the Seneca
Lake watershed will
eventually affect every

body of water down-
stream from it,”
Cianciotto said.

Representatives from

the Independent Oil and
Gas Association of New
York, strong advocates for
drilling in the Marcellus
shale, could not be
reached for comment.
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