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Chairman's Message from Richard Ahola

Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association will hold its annual meeting and din-
ner at the Belhurst Castle Geneva, New York August 26, 2009 at 6:00p.m. A Board
of Directors will be elected by members who have paid annual dues at least 40 days
before the annual meetin@fficers of the association will be elected by the Bo
of Directors at their first meetinglThe annual meeting culminates aorganization
period which produced a strong organization of over 200 members.

Special thanks for support go to Hob®rilliam Smith Professor John D.
Halfman and Marion Balyszak, Director of the Finger Lakes Institute who has pro-
vided a home for our files and monthly meeting&e reorganization of SLPWA
could not have occurred without the contribution of Secretary Mary Anne Kowalski,
Treasurer Phillip Cianciotto and newsletter Editor Bobbi Clifford. Bruce Adam
Jim Bromka, Jim Carter, Linda Hiestand and Doug Knipple have attended monthly
meetings regularly and have been asked by the Chairman to consider election to the
Board. Invitations have also been made by the nominating committee to-the r
organizing committee officers and members expressing interest in serving on the
new Board including Kate Bartholomew, Rachel Treichler, Brent Dugolinsky,
Marcia Dunlap, and Bob Kaysemlhe mailing to members announcing the annual
meeting will include the slate of nominees.

A May, 2009 publication of the US Geological Survey entitled Water Re-
sources and Natural Gas Production from Marcellus Shale is a good summary of the
water resource concerns about developing natural gas wells in the Marcellus Shale.
For further information visit the website md.water.usgs.gov

While boating on the lake | retrieved a barely floating mylar ballon. It is|im-
portant for all of us to remember that balloons, plastic bags and monofilament lines
<an be hazardous to birds, wildlife and fish.

The reorganizing committee and members of SLPWA invite you to visit our
website at senecalake.org and attend the annual meeting and dinner at the Belhurst
Castle.

IS THIS YOUR LAST ISSUE?
We hope that you have been enjoying the past couple of issues of LakeWatch.
If you have not become a member of SLPWA to date, this will be your last com-
plimentary issue. Sign up to become a member so you can keep informed and
help us protect Seneca Lake! You can print out the membership form from our
website: www.senecalake.orgor use the one found on page 4 of this issue.
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Landfill Leachate Poses Threat to Seneca Lake
By Douglas Knipple, Ph.D.

Unbeknown to most of its citizens, the City of Geneva has been quietly accepting leachate
from local area landfills since the early 1980s for treatment at its municipal wastewater treatment
plant at Marsh Creek. The plant, which discharges into Seneca Lake, currently receives more than
14 million gallons per year from the Ontario County landfill in Flint. This practice has recently re-
ceived considerable attention as a consequence of a proposal by Casella Waste Systems, operator
of the Ontario County landfill in Flint, to build a permanent pipeline to transport leachate directly
from the landfill to a connection with Geneva’s municipal sewer system.

Opponents of the proposed pipeline and the ongoing practice of disposing leachate at mu-
nicipal wastewater treatment plants argue that these plants are not designed to remove or destroy
the toxic chemicals present in leachate. Rather, they are designed to treat biological materials, such
as what is flushed down our toilets. Indeed, tests performed by independent environmental testing
laboratories shows that toxic chemicals present in municipal wastewater are not completely re-
moved or detoxified in the treatment process and pass through to varying degrees into the receiv-
ing body of water.

Landfill leachate contains a variety of toxic chemicals, including known “priority pollutants,”
as well as many unregulated chemicals. Furthermore, the concentration of toxic pollutants in land-
fill leachate can increase over time, as rain and snowmelt percolate through the layers of garbage,
dissolving toxic substances. Although the wastewater treatment plants in Ithaca and Geneva used
to accept leachate from the Seneca Meadows landfill, they recently stopped, in August 2008 and
March 2009, respectively, because the concentration of certain toxic pollutants became too high.

The argument that Geneva’s wastewater treatment plant is meeting DEC and EPA permit
guidelines does not mean that Seneca Lake is being protected, but that discharges of toxic chemi-
cals meet “acceptable limits.” The weakness of this permitting system is that it is born from a law,
the Clean Water Act, which was a hard fought compromise between industrial polluters and envi-
ronmentalists in the 1970s. Despite its name, it is widely recognized as inadequate in protecting
our waters, particularly our drinking waters.

In light of what is known about the toxic constituents of landfill leachate and the incomplete
removal of them in wastewater treatment plants, the prudent way forward would be to stop this
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